Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 10551 121854Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-00 SSO-00 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 /068 W 

085760 121857Z/75 

P 121836ZMAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1654 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD PRIROTY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 10551 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, SOPN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET SENIOR COMENTATOR ON PRESIDENT'S 
"RACISM" COMMENT 

REE: MOSCOW 10174 

1 . AFTER A SIX-DAY DELAY THE SOVIETS HAVE TRAINED ONE OF 
THEIR SENIOR POLITICAL COMMENTATORS, V. MATVEYEV, ON THE 
PRESIDENT'S CHARGE OF SOVIET "RACISM." WHILE THE TWO 
PREVIOUS ARTICLES ADDRESSING THE SUBJECT PULLED THE 
PUNCH SLIGHTLY BY COUCHING THE PERSONAL CRITICISM OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER IN QUALIFIED TERMS (REETEL), MATVEYEV 
GIVES WHAT APPEARS TO BE THE DEEINITIVE LINE AND DOES NOT 
HESITATE TO DIRECTLY, SHARPLY, AND PERSONALLY CRITICIZE 
THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS "SLANDEROUS ATTACKS" ON THE 
SOVIET UNION. 

2. INTERESTINGLY MATVEYEV'S APPROACH IS TO DISCUSS AND 
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CRITICIZE THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AS "SMOKE SCREEN" TO 
COVER THE FAILURES OF U.S. POLICY IN AFRICA WHERE THE 
CLAIMS, THE PRESIDENT HAS SPOKEN EAVORABLY OF THE REGIMES 
IN RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA (CITING LAST YEAR (CITING 
INTER ALIA A DOD REPORT ON AFRICA). HE ADDRESSES THE 
QUESTION OF SOVIET RACAIL QUESTION OF SOVIET RACIAL 
ATTITUDES ONLY BRIEFLY, AND OF COURSE, DENYING THAT ANY 
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RACISM EXISTS. THE GENERAL TENOR OE THE ARTICLE TAKES 
AS A GIVEN THAT THERE IS NO RACISM IN THE USSR. 

3. MATVEYEV STRIKES BACK IN THE TYPICAL, AND UNIMAGINA- 
TIVE, SOVIET WAY BY CITING EXAMPLES OF US.S. FAULTS AND 
ROBLEMS WHICH HE CONTENDS DEMONSTRATE THE EXISTENCE 
OCIETY (E.G., THE WILMINGTON TEN, AND THE GALLEY CASE 

IN WHICH MATVEYEV CLAIMS GALLEY RECEIVED THE "MORAL 
SUPPORT" OP THE "PORMER GOVERNOR GE RGIA", APPARENTLY 
EANING CARTER). HE RIDICULES THE IDEA THAT THERE IS RACIAL 
HARMONY IN THE U.S. AND REJECTS THE U.S. AS A PROPER 
MODEL" POR THE APRICAN STATES TO FOLLOW, SOMETHING HE 
REMARKS. 

4. TO DEMONSTRATE A LACK OP RACIAL HARMONY AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S FAILURE TO PULPILL HIS ELECTION PROMISES TO 
HE AMERICAN BLACKS WHO VOTED POR HIM, MATVEYEV TROTS 
OUT THE OLD UNEMPLOYMENT ARGUMENT, IN THIS CASE CITING 
A PIGURE OP "OVER 40 PERCENT OP BLACK YOUTHS" UNABLE TO 
PIND JOBS. 

5. SINCE TASS CARRIED ONLY SHORTENED VERSION OP 
MATVEYEV PIECE, EMBASSY IS SENDING IN PULL TEXT BY 
SEPARATE TELEGRAM. TOON 
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